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On direct’“6tders from "PYiedent Ful-
gencio Batjsga, his political supporters this
week swarmed into Santiago de.,Cuba,
capital ‘:? Oriente province, for a pro-
governpgent rally. The purpose of the
forcedyshow of loyalty: to puncture
Orient®’s swelling hero worship for Fidel
Castro, the leader of more than 300 hard-
ened insurrectionaties who havé been har-
rying the government for seven months
from the wilderness of the nearby Sierra
Maestra. Santiago’s reaction was a boycott;
of a promised 70,000 demonstrators, the
government could muster less than 5,000.
Today in Cuba no name moves men
more quickly to praise—or to anger—
than that of Fidel Castro. To the people
of Oriente he is a romantic near legend.

/“\‘_

To Batista he is a nagging threat to the
strongman’s position as boss of Cuba. Yet
for all of Castro’s new-won farpa; be re-
mains something of a man of i guystery
whose political philosophy and ultimate
‘aims are as shadowy as his hit-and-run
sorties out of the Sierra Maestra.

Second Pistol. Like most of Cuba’s
best-remembered revolutionaries—includ-
ing President Batista—Castro was born in
Oriente, in 1926, The son of a hard-living,
self-made wealthy sugar planter, he spent
his boyhood in Oriente, went to a Catholic
high school in Havana. One day when he
was 16, a priest caught him carrying a
pistol, tongue-lashed him so furiously that
Castro went to his room—and quietly
handed over a second pistol.

Since then, Castro has not given up fire-
arms so readily. At Havana University he
plunged into the fervid politics of the
student federation (F .E.U.), was arrested

* several times in connection with political

assassinations. In 1947 he took part in a
seaborne filibuster aimed at toppling the
dictatorship of the Dominican Republic;
and when the Cuban government halted
the expedition, Castro dived into the sea
to escape arrest and swam three miles to
shore. In 1948 he went as a student to
Bogoti -during the Ninth International
Conference of American States to demon-
strate against “non-Latin influence in Latin
America.” When bloody anti-government
rioting broke out, Castro rushed to a rebel-
held police station to enlist in the revolu-
tion, Quickly captured by Colombian
troops, Castro thought fast, - got off by
claiming to be a bodyguard of U.S. Dele-
gate George C. Marshall,

FoLegl_‘oomedAH'ack.CastroleftHavana

Univers%ty in 1950 with degrees in law,
International law and the social sciences,

set up a law practice, married the daugh-
ter of a man who later became one of
Batista’s top officials, fathered a son. In
1952 he ran for Congress in the elec-
tions that were canceled by Batista’s coup.
Outraged, Castro plotted for g4 year,
then led a band of some 40 men 'in a
foredoomed frontal attack against Santi-
ago’s Moncada barracks, He was sentenced
to 15 years’ imprisonment (and divorced
by his wife), but I9 months later Batista
freed all political prisoners, including
Castro. i

Castro went to Mexico, where he sold
his overcoat for $20 and used 'the money
to print a political- pamphlet that con-
tained the ‘speech Lawyér CHOmade in
his own defense at the Moncada ftial. The
long and impassioned speech is the clearest
record of his political beliefs. His Social-
ist-flavored main proposals;
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€ Nationalization of the U.S.-owned power
and _telephone_companies,

" Conhscation of all wealth gained by
governmental corruption /&'t suw.

@ A drastic land reform tﬁégg\_@uld break
up the big, U.S-owned sugar estates and
give  rented and’ sharecropped land to
tenants. ’
q X sharing of 30% of industrial profits by
labor. T -
@ Expansion’ of industrialization, public
housing, rural electrification.

¢ Deliverance of Cuba from “the selfish
interests of a dozén businessmen.”

Seasick Invasion. In the mountains
near Mexico City, Castro set up a mili-
tary training camp, held meetings with
sympathetic Cuban business and profes-
sional men, who apparently_dismissed his

—land=reformifig, anti-business attitudes as
youthful radicalism. It was agreed that
Castro would lead a military revolution,
but that once Batista was ousted, the
businessmen would take over, rule Cuba
for two years, reofganize the government, |
end corruption, hold free elections. Last
December Castro landed a force -of 82
seasick -men in Oriente. Set upon by Ba-
tista’s army and air force, the rebels were
scattered, and Castro was chased into the
Sierra Maestra. But mountain peasants
supplied him with food, and his business-
men allies began shipping him arms. Late
in May he had gained strength enough to
lead a successful dawn raid on a 6o-
man Cuban army garrison. Castro knows
that he cannot win merely by staging
small-scale raids and avoiding ‘capture. But
he does want to become a symbol of oppo-
sition that will dttract a majarigybf Cu-
bans and encourage at least part of Ba-
“ista’s .army to ‘defect to the rebel side.
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